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Harvard Will
Join Sweatshop

Watchdog Group |

In letter, Summers pledges to
enter Worker Rights Consortium

By STEFHEN M. MARKS
CHIMSON STALT WRITER

In response to 3 poalngged student
campaign, the Universily announced

Jeasry af the ducussions we'we been
kaving 3l alang”

But she added that fhe anmumer.
ment caught her by surprise.

yeslerdey it will join a mioes indep

sweatshop  oversight  organization 10

maniter working condifinns in e
factiering Harvard merehand

Harvard Students Against Sweatshops
{HSAS) has lobbied the Univertiny for
five years to jom the Worksr Righis
Consorrivm  (WRC), 2 coaiition of
universitics, studmts and lbor oxperts
that ucts a5 a watdwlop over Rctories
manulacturing school spparel  Ower
100 schools are already merabers of the
WRE,

Harard administestors had  long
maintzined that Harvards pariicipstion
in the Fxir Labor Associaton (FLAY a
group with a smilar wle that iedyde
tepresentatives of ihe apparel industry,
was sufficent.

Bur HSAS and other bibor support-
s have assaibed the FLA, clsiming it is
constrained m ils oversight ability by its
powerful indusiry condngent. Industry
representatives hold sic of the fouriesn
seuts an the FLA board.

University President Lawrence H.
Suminers anonounced the move in a2
fetter gent last oight to HSAS mem-
bers Gabric? A Katsh "4 and Emma 5.
Mackinnon ‘05,

“Harvard must wke responsible
steps tn ensure that apparel bearing s
trademarks is nol produced in sweatshap
conditions” Sermmers wrote in the et
ter. “'The University would benefit o
more infermation about and increased
monttoring of Fcteries located ahroad

Kawsh hailed the drcision as 3 viclory
Far warkers rights. -

"The Liniversiny is finally scknewlsdg-
1nig sty responsibility in ensuring that rhe
Eactories that make Harwrd's epparel are
chezni and saft places ta wock,” be caid.

Mackinnon, wha & akg a Crimsan
editer, $2id that profracked negotiations
herween HEAS and Harvard lesd up 12
this devision.

“Ie’s » huge victary for s, bul it's siso
A i we were getting choser end closer
Wi” Mackinnon sawd. it follows the s

! A eall ey R it 7
Summers spokesperson wes ot inhe-
durely retusned Tate Last migh.

HSAS had not heard back from he
ndministeatiods after 3 mecting with
Crenersd Counge| Fobent W, Juliano ‘B3

" on Nev. 10, and Telano had declned ry

srt & deadiine for 3 University decigian, |

Mesckinnan said she was never 2on-
vinced that Summers personafly qup:
ported WRC membership.

“Otie of the most surprising lhings
i thai Surmmers himaelf would do this,”
she kaid. “Cne ol the things we thought
would be s barrier all along s that
Sumemers' evonom beiefs didn't seerm
[0 square with e WRZ"

Kazh said joining the WRC will offer
the Untversity better information about
factory conditions and will help emare
workers' fundamentsl rights.

“The most tasic and moet impartant
thing that the Uniwersiry can get out of
tiris is thot eere will be greater Gaospar-
oy about the conditons of the facts-
ries” ha said, “Harverd can now levirage
its povar and prestipe in ensufing that
any problewms in the factories wheps the
apparel is made are rosoheed ™

Mackinnen emphagzed the signif-
cance of Hapwnd mcking the WRE for
workers” righis mare gerevally.

“It is really mearingful for the auf-
sweatdop  movemment thar Harvard's
willing to fke a stand like this” she gaid,
"It also kind of suggests a new pah for
the WREC, and now nievbe other schoals
that were halding aut will jain* :

FISASs campaign began five years
ago s parl of 2 national movenient
13 ensufe trangparency among schoal
oppare] producets,

While Harvard ndopted 2 “cnde of
eotdduct” for labor srandards when it
pised the ELA a5 2 dpumding member,
HEAS pushed the University to adop 2
Tt stringent code, which Mackinnon
#id [rmer Universin' Prosident Neik L.

Please see WRC, prige 3

" Upan his areival, backsd
- off of the proposed new code of con-

A

Harvard To Joi

W, from: poge 1

Rudenatine indicated he was symopa-
thetic to,

University membemship  in  the
WRC was initiaily included 1 the st
of demands made by the Progremive
Student Labor Movement during im

2000 sit-in of Musuchuschs, Hall, .

although it was later dropped,

© ey
HSAS members that she coauthored %
memo with Senior Dicectar of Esdery]
and Swure Relavions Kevin Casey: sup-
porting WHC membership, -

Taybor left Mass, Hall at the end of

that year and fhzs subsequently declined

* to cortment an the marter.

After her departure, however, the
acgetimlons began from scrarch, as

* Macki said 5y

duct and seeme: skepeleal of the WRC

- Proposal, according to Mackinnon

But HSAS persisted, meeting exten.

... sively with the affice of Gengral Coungs|
: Ange Taylor doring Semmers' fus yoar,

¢ Fir year,
" According to Mackinnan; Tapiar todd

- with its WRC prapoal.

wskrd HSAS
i resubunit the materjels associated:

.. HSAS members me with Summers
UMerous fimes dest year, Colpinating

in an April meeting at which Summern R

| cemmiled to make p decition, socerd-
.ing to Mackinnan, ’

i B earlier demanded, Mackionei

A fiw weeks Lager, Symimers wid he
wolld need more ‘tiné, and this fall
sent the matter b fulisnc for & recom-
nendation,

Mackinnen sid the luliano meeting
#eems o heve been a curing point in
the WRC batile, . .. .

“He btemed - reully apen-minded
iboul it a1 thie time” Machi said,

n Workér' Rights Consortlum

tays the proup has o plank o puraue
the igsuie,

Shee said that-in their Apcll meeting,
Summers conditionsd WRE member-
ship on HEAS diopping it demand for
A new code,

The-curtent code is less than-ideal,
it it's encugh vo aliow the maghitor-

“What the University has rold i really
dicectly relects things we said to jutisne
Rud to Summers st spring..which

wIggasts that the wag

ing ions 1 do what they need

"t do, and toaintain & presences i the

factories.* Mackinnon said. X
“Espncinl_ly-?cuuse |Barvard i i

gEmine” . ..
Whils HSAS hes not convineed the
University ica agree 1o the stricter code

e5e o with other univer-
sities, its strong enough to Bet the job
donc - i

el W St pher M KA e
reichned af imerk s, har vaeged,




